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Montessori Sand Paper Letters (SPL)

We teach children the English alphabet, pronunciation through hands-
on activities based on the Montessori language teaching philosophy. At the
same time, in conjunction with the sensitive period for language of the child,
2 to 6 years of age, children will be given sensory stimulation (audio, tactile
and visual) to help train the small muscles to memorize the shape and stroke
order of the letters. When the sensitive period of writing comes at 4 to 5 years,
children can explore their writing ability and recognize words. Children will pick
up the pen and naturally enjoy writing.

This set contains 26 double-sided Sand Paper Letters (SPL) and one
double-sided Montessori Poster. It has the following features:

e SPL contains capital letters A-Z, which facilitates learning the letter names
and stroke order; SPL also has small letters a-z to support learning letter
sounds and stroke order.

* The lower case SPL cards are divided into two colours, pink and blue,
representing consonants and vowels respectively. The colours help children
to discriminate more easily.

* The letters have a sandpaper texture and each letter is printed showing the
stroke order.
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e |f parents purchase the Sun Ya talking pen, let the child point to the SPL to
listen to the names or sounds of English letters.

The SPL and the Montessori Phonics Poster come with a point-to-read
talking pen function, allowing children to listen to the standard pronunciation of
the English alphabet and enhance their listening skills. Listening to the correct
pronunciation can also correct errors, allowing children to check whether their
pronunciation is correct.

Parents can turn to page 39 of this manual, scan the QR code on the page
and listen to the correct pronunciation of the letter on the SPL.

Parents who have the Sun Ya talking pen can point to the icon Montessori )

the SPL and the Montessori phonics poster to activate the reading function and
then let the child use the Sun Ya talking pen to read the letters themselves, to
encourage independent learning.

* double-sided Montessori Poster a
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Entering the Wonderful World of Montessori English
Phonics Starts with The Sand Paper Letters (SPL)

Montessori believes that the sensitive period for touching and writing
(including the pre-writing activities) starts at 1 year old and lasts until 5 years
old. The sensitive period for order begins at birth. Thus children like to touch the
Sand Paper Letters. This activity deepens their memory of strokes and stroke
order and meets their psychological and learning needs.

'"Movement of the hand is essential. Little children revealed that the
movement of the hands stimulates the development of the mind. The hand is
the instrument of intelligence. The child needs to manipulate objects and to gain
experience by touching and handling." - Maria Montessori

The Importance of Stroke Order

Although there are relatively few letter strokes in English, the correct stroke
order is critical. Following the general principle for stroke order, such as "from
left to right, top to bottom" helps children remember easily and avoids
confusion about some letters, such as b and d, p and q. The correct stroke
order also prepares children to learn cursive writing.

Starting with Small Letters

English letters are divided into upper case / capital letters and lower case /
small letters.

The Montessori Method for learning phonics starts with learning
small letters for the following reasons:
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@ When reading English, small letters occur more frequently than capital
letters.

@ The English alphabet has 26 letter names and 44 letter sounds. Children
first learn the 26 letter sounds (though ¢ and k are pronounced in the same
sound, /k/). It is more straightforward for children to learn the small letters
and their letter sounds first as there are differences between them and the
capital letters (which are usually pronounced with the letter names).

® Children will learn the capital letters naturally through daily contact with
them. For example, when seeing other children's names, the first letter is
capitalized and then when learning to make a sentence, the first letter at the
beginning of the sentence is also upper case. During shared book reading,
parents can point out the capital letters in the book title and take the chance
to pronounce the letter names and letter sounds.

Action First (Pre-writing exercise), Pronunciation Later

Children who touch the SPL or use a pen to copy a word are full of
confidence because the SPL or the word is presented in front of them. Reading,
however, is a more complex process including cognition, recognition of words,
memory and pronunciation. And the accuracy of pronunciation depends on
hearing, memory ability, oral muscle development, the position of the tongue
and the coordination of the lips and teeth, etc. Therefore, children often lack
confidence.



Extended games for learning Phonics

The Montessori method adopts both the phonic approach and the whole
language approach in learning English. The whole language approach means
that each listening, speaking, writing and reading domain is closely intertwined
and cannot be separated. We want children to learn more naturally and
systematically. Therefore, we can apply these two methods in an integrated
manner to make children interested and greatly enhance the effectiveness of
their learning.

1. Sharp Eyes Act Fast

First place 6-8 SPL cards (the child can choose the number of SPL) on the
table. The parent reads the pronunciation of one of the letters and the child
pick the correct SPL. If they are the same, take away the SPL. If they are not the
same, the parent will reread the pronunciation and the child will look for it again
until all the SPL are completed. This game can be played with the aid of the Sun
Ya talking pen for control of error.

2. Kim's Game (What is missing?)

Invite the child to choose 3-4 SPL cards (preferably with one that the child
does not remember well) and let the child read the pronunciation of the letters
on each SPL by himself. Cover all the SPL with a towel. Ask the child to cover
his eyes or turn his back to the SPL. The parent removes one of the SPL and
hides it. Uncover the towel, ask the child to guess which SPL is missing and
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ask the child to read the pronunciation of the letter. Parents can ask the child to
choose 6-8 SPL cards to increase the fun and challenge.

3. Parent-Child Phonics with Fun

Ask the child to select a letter from the five vowels (q, e, i, o and u) of the
SPL and pronounce the letter sound (the child can use Sun Ya talking pen
if necessary). The parent then chooses a letter from the 21 consonants and
pronounces the letter sound.

For example, the child reads the letter a, the parent reads the letter t, and
then both read together "at' (parent uses his/her index and middle fingers to
demonstrate drawing gently a horizontal line from left to right beneath the SPL
cards a and t, allowing the child to follow visually).

Then ask the child to choose a letter from the remaining 20 consonants and
pronounce the letter sound.

Put this SPL in front of a and t as the initial letter. For example, SPL 'c'. When
the child sees the SPL 'c', he can pronounce the /k/ sound, and can think of
some English words with c as the initial letter, such as cap, car, cat, cup, etc.,
since the child has matched the sound of the initial letter with real objects.
The parent demonstrates by pointing to each SPL with their index and middle
fingers, and reads c, a, t; then uses the index and middle fingers to draw a
horizontal line beneath the three SPL cards quickly and read "cat" while tracing
the letters.

Invite the child to imitate the parent's demonstration and read c, a, t, and
they can read "cat" quickly. The parent can ask the child to explain the meaning
of cat, or give the child hints such as asking "what animal makes the meow





